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Transforming the Grand HGtel Roi René
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Located in the historic center of Aix-en-Provence, the Grand Hobtel Roi René — a member of the
MGallery collection — has been redecorated from top to bottom, making it more than ever the
city’s most beautiful hotel.

THE REBIRTH OF A LEGEND

In the heart of Aix-en-Provence, the Grand Ho6tel Roi René has welcomed
celebrities from around the world since its doors first opened in 1929. In
1948, Sir Winston Churchill stayed in the hotel, writing a portion of his
memoirs there and painting in the spirit of Cézanne — a native of the town —
in his nearby studio. Back when the main road to the Riviera led through
Aix, the Grand Hétel Roi René was known as a relaxing stopping place for
gourmet travelers.

This celebrated hotel was reborn in 2009, following a thorough makeover
by architect Didier Rey. Today, its elegant, refined décor combines
contemporary styling with more traditional touches.

A DELIGHT FOR THE EYES AND THE TASTE BUDS

In the tradition of the romantic salon, the Grand Hotel Roi René features a
large number of nooks and crannies for relaxation and private
conversations. These include a library, fireplace, bar (L’'Intemporel),
restaurant (La Table du Roi), tree-shaded patio and swimming pool
surrounded with pleasantly scented plants.

The 131 well-lit rooms and 3 suites feature a harmonious mix of
contemporary colors and shapes that ensure guests a restful stay.

Chef Christine Latour’s gourmet menu delights diners with its distinctly Provencal flavors and aromas.
The hotel's three contemporary, highly functional rooms for meetings and other events can host
cocktail receptions and banquets for up to 200 people.

AN OUTSTANDING LOCATION IN THE HEART OF OLD AIX

The Grand Hétel Roi René is ideally situated in the heart of Aix-en-Provence, just a few minutes from
the Cours Mirabeau, the historic town center and the business district. The hotel is a peaceful haven
that, thanks to its exceptional location, enables guests to take full advantage of the “city of 100
fountains.” It is also the perfect starting point for discovering Provence and its many treasures, such as
Montagne Sainte-Victoire, Marseille and the nearby Calanques, Les Baux de Provence, the Camargue
and the Luberon.

In June 2009, the Grand Hétel Roi René joined the MGallery collection, a selection of upscale hotels,
each with its own unique identity. Other jewels in the collection include the Hotel Baltimore in Paris, the
Caracciolo Palazzo Napoli in Naples, the Hotel Rotary in Geneva, the H6tel Bakoua in Martinique and
the Grand Hotel Melbourne in Australia.
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A hotel steeped in history
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A fine example of Aix’s rich heritage, the Grand H6 tel Roi René immerses guests in its
illustrious past.

THE GRAND HOTEL ROI RENE: A TIMELESS VENUE

Built in 1929 , the hotel was at the time the preferred luxury hotel in Aix
for the Begum Aga Khan, King Alfonso XlII of Spain, Admiral Yamamoto, Sir
Winston Churchill and the Moroccan royal family. Popular with the well-to-
do from Aix and Marseille, the hotel has always been an integral part of
the city’s life .

KING RENE: A LEGENDARY NAME

Count of Provence and Anjou in the 15th century, this admirer of Provence
was known to his subjects as Good King René, undoubtedly for his efforts
to revive the local economy following the disasters of the One Hundred
Years’ War and the Plague.

Thanks to King René, Provence entered a period of commercial prosperity
and cultural vitality. In Aix-en-Provence, he was responsible for the town’s
first urban planning efforts, launching a large number of construction
projects and building new neighborhoods.

A HOTEL THAT PAYS TRIBUTE TO AIX'S GLORIOUS PAST
Certain hotel features call to mind its illustrious namesake:

e The hotel's logo features two “Rs” with different typefaces for each to evoke both past and
present.

» The meeting rooms are named for the King’s three daughters: Eléonore, Marguerite and Béatrice.

The hotel's salon enables visitors to experience the
richness of a past reinterpreted for today’s world.

Near the fireplace, the library corner includes works
about Provence, King René and the city's
history . In one of the books recounting the hotel’s
early years, the reader learns that Sir Winston
Churchill wrote the second volume of his memoirs in
the hotel.
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Interior decoration combining tradition,

romanticism and contemporary styling
| WWW.MGALLERY.COM

In 2009, interior decoration firm Design Studio com pletely refurbished the common areas of the
Grand Hoétel Roi René, including the Table du Roi restaurant (leading to t he patio), the
Intemporel bar and the entire reception area.

“For this massive structure, we chose
the highest quality materials and a
restrained color scheme to capture
some of the 18th century Provencal
style,” says designer Didier Rey. “We
opened the restaurant onto the winter
garden, which extends outdoor
terrace seating on days when the
weather is nice. For travelers, the
hotel's  soft, calm atmosphere
expresses the spirit of Provence.”

ATTENTION TO DETAIL FOR A HARMONIOUS WHOLE

The newly decorated Grand Hétel Roi René fully aligns the classic with
the modern. The atmosphere is quiet and comfortable, designed in
every detail to enhance visitor well-being . The décor features a
subtle blend of soft colors, simple yet refined mat erials, graceful
furnishings and tasteful lighting effects.

The color scheme mixes several, delicately balanced shades of
beige and gray, accented with dark purple tones.

A large number of mirrors and wide bay windows showcase the
splendor of the décor in natural light, while in the evening, subdued
lighting creates a sense of tranquility.

The materials used are of the finest quality. Wood, stone and linen
are perfectly combined to give the atmosphere an authentic feel.

The furnishings blend wicker, cotton, wood and wrought iron to achieve a graceful, understated
elegance.

The fabrics range from velvet and taffeta to cotton of the softest weaves, all expertly chosen to
enhance guest comfort.
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Relaxation and well-being at the Grand

Hotel Roi René

Perfect for relaxing, the Grand Hétel Roi René prov  ides a variety of warm, intimate areas where
guests can truly unwind.

In the cozy, quiet library corner , they can leaf through a selection of beautiful books on the history of
Aix-en-Provence and the region.

The restful tree-shaded patio is an oasis of tranquility and fresh air, tucked away from the bustle of
the city.

Nestled in greenery, with mixed fragrances of lavender, rosemary
and flowering laurel, the swimming pool is very inviting on hot
summer days.

L'Intemporel , the hotel bar, plunges the traveler into a more
contemporary décor decorated in contrasting colors, where the
cocktails, wines and spirits have been selected with care and
creativity.

La Table du Roi is an elegant restaurant featuring cuisine with
Provencal flair . Depending on the season, guests can dine
inside, on the terrace or in the winter garden.

Putting the emphasis on comfort, the hotel’'s 134 rooms have a
friendly, contemporary atmosphere. Among them are three
entirely renovated 30-sg.m suites with water walls that recall the
fountains located throughout the city. All rooms have air
conditioning, Internet access and round-the-clock room service.




Refined gourmet dining
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The Grand Hoétel Roi René features a wide selection  of gourmet pleasures for a change of taste
and a change of pace.

LA TABLE DU ROI, ONE OF THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN AIX -EN-PROVENCE

Chef since 2005 at La Table du Roi, Christine Latour offers a bold menu combining traditional
Provencal ingredients . Her cuisine will satisfy even the most demanding palates in search of new
flavors.

Appetizers :

» Duck foie gras prepared with Muscat de Beaumes
de Venise

» Salmon and sea bream tartar with coriander

* Eggplant and mozzarella millefeuille

Fish and seafood dishes :

e Cod steak with braised fennel

« Filet of bass stuffed with tapenade

* Prawns a la plancha with basil and garlic sauce

Meat dishes :

e Thinly sliced leg of veal flavored with rosemary

» Tender, seared lamb medallions in a grilled pepper jus
* Honey and ginger duck skewers

Dessert :

* Roi René assorted sweets

* Creamy creme brulee scented with lavender
 Delectable chocolate fondant with crunchy crust
* Trilogy of fresh fruit terrine

There is always a special moment at the Grand Hétel Roi René when the heat of the day begins to
subside. Every evening before dinner, vin d’'orange is served on the patio or in the winter garden.
Accompanied by a selection of tapenades and seasoned olives, the aperitif is appreciated for its fruity
flavors and dash of bitterness.

Breakfast is another special moment at the Grand Hbétel Roi René. Served in the restaurant, on the
patio overlooking the pool or in the guest’s room. It features a wide selection of foods available either
buffet style or a la carte.
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Fact sheet

Name
Category
Number of rooms

Restauration

Recreation and leisure
Areas

Working areas
Renovation
Rooms/ Category gates

Contact details

Location

Grand Ho6tel Roi René
4 stars
134 rooms, including 3 suites

Bar (L'Intemporel)
Restaurant (La Table du Roi)

Swimming pool
Restaurant with patio
Terrace

Three modular meeting rooms
Total area of 230 sg.m

April 2009
Commons areas renovated by Didier Rey

Double rooms from €135 a night incl. VAT
Suites from €440 a night incl. VAT

24, boulevard du Roi René — 13100 Aix-en-Provence
Tel: 04.42.37.61.00 / Fax: 04.42.37.61.11

Hotel Manager: Vincent Louis

Bookings: www.mgallery.com _ or www.accorhotels.com

Accessible by motorway from Marseille, Nice, Lyon and Avignon
High-speed train station: Aix-en-Provence

Airport: Marseille Provence

A few minutes from the city’s main tourist attractions, including
Cours Mirabeau, Musée Granet and Musée Atelier Cézanne.

Sites in the surrounding area include Montagne Sainte Victoire

(6 km), Les Baux de Provence (40 km) and the Luberon (50 km)



The MGallery collection

The MGallery collection is expressed in a collectio n of remarkable hotels that offer guests an
unforgettable stay.

Created in 2008, the MGallery collection is comprised of upscale hotels, each with its own unique
identity and distinctive features that provide the traveler with a truly unforgettable experience. Through
their design and decoration, the hotels invite guests to discover new places and cultures, while their
restaurants enchant diners with regional specialties and classic dishes reinterpreted by the head chef.
Above all, each hotel in the MGallery collection puts the emphasis on comfort and enjoyment.

HOTELS WITH CHARACTER

The hotels in the MGallery collection are tailored to demanding, sophisticated customers for whom the
hotel is the most important part of their stay. Each hotel has its own distinctive personality forged by
its:

» Past, reflected in its historic building, famous former residents or important events that took
place there.

» OQutstanding location , in the heart of a historic city or adjoining a natural site.

e Creative vision , based on the founder’s original intent.

» Design, both interior and exterior, which is especially refined and highly original.

LIVING AN AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE

Each MGallery hotel aligns its offerings and services with its own hist ory, while inviting guests
to indulge themselves and their senses . Travelers are immersed in the warmth of the hotel’s
atmosphere and encouraged to enrich their stay through new cultural and culinary experiences.
Guests at New Zealand’s Hotel St. Moritz may sip a local wine while gazing at the misty peaks of the
Remarkable Mountains, before retiring to a comfortable armchair in the library. Or they may sample
Moroccan pastry on the mezzanine of Le Diwan after a soothing spa treatment with rose water and
orange blossom water. Or they may enjoy breakfast in bed in their room at the Hoétel Le Royal in Lyon,
whose decoration recalls the restrained elegance of the city’s townhouses. The tastes, aromas,
pleasurable moments and ambiance all combine to provide travelers with an authentic, distinctive
hotel experience .

Introduced in 2008 in Lyon, the MGallery collection included eight hotels at the time. From its
beginnings in Australia, New Zealand, Austria, Switzerland, and France, the collection is now present
on all continents. The goal is to expand it to 40 hotels by year-end 2010.



Other French jewels in the MGallery collection

In addition to the Grand Hotel Roi René, the MGalle ry collection includes six other
exceptional hotels in France:

e The Grand Hotel Beauvau — Marseille : The city’s oldest hotel
with an unobstructed view of the OId Port.

» L'HO6tel Baltimore — Paris: A Haussmann-era building with a
distinctly Parisian art de vivre, just a short walk from the Arc de
Triomphe

» Hotel Le Royal — Lyon: The restrained charm of an authentic
townhouse and the ideal venue for discovering Lyon’s cultural
treasures and gourmet treats

e Grand Hoétel de Cabourg: A historic building with an
exceptional seafront view, for a romantic stay in a resort
frequented by Marcel Proust

* Auberge de la Vieille Tour — Guadeloupe: Built around an
18th century windmill, with a splendid tropical garden overlooking
the Atlantic Ocean

» Hotel Bakoua — Martinique : A former colonial dwelling with a
view onto the Bay of Fort-de-France.

Information about other MGallery hotels in Australia, Austria, Brazil, China, the Dominican
Republic, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Morocco, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Switzerland,
Thailand, Vietnam and Yemen is available at www.mgallery.com .




The Grand Hé6tel Roi René — Photo gallery
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